
MINUTES OF THE
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2009
                                           

Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, held on Tuesday, February 17,
2009, at 7:00 p.m. at Saint Michael Catholic High School in Niagara Falls.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Burtnik.

A. ROUTINE MATTERS

1. Opening Prayer

Opening Prayers were led by Trustee Fera. 

2. Roll Call

Moved by Trustee Belcastro
Seconded by Trustee Nieuwesteeg

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board excuse Trustee Crole from attending the
Special Board Meeting of February 17, 2009.

CARRIED
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The following staff were in attendance:
John Crocco, Director of Education; Yolanda Baldasaro, Rob Ciarlo, Frank Iannantuono, Lee
Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendents of Education; Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business &
Financial Services; James Woods, Controller of Plant; Jennifer Brailey, Manager of Board
Services and Communications; Sherry Morena, Recording Secretary

3. Approval of the Agenda

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg
Seconded by Trustee Charbonneau

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Agenda of the Special Board
Meeting of as presented.

CARRIED

4. Disclosure of Interest

No Disclosures of Interest were declared with any items on the agenda.

5. Overview of Special Board Meeting Procedures

Chairperson Burtnik welcomed all those in attendance, and gave an overview of the Special Board
Meeting Procedures.  It was reiterated that this Meeting is being held in order to provide an
opportunity for public input and for the Board to listen and ask questions of clarification regarding
pupil accommodation review.

Chairperson Burtnik affirmed that the recommendations resulting from the Special Board Meetings
and subsequent meetings of Senior Staff will be presented in a Senior Staff Follow-Up report at the
March 10, 2009 Committee of the Whole Meeting.

The audience was advised of the approved Pupil Accommodation Review Guidelines for Public Input
and the Delegation Application Process, which required written applications requesting the
opportunity to appear as a delegation be submitted to the Director of Education no later than 4:00
p.m. on Friday, February 10, 2009.

Trustees received copies of the written submissions on February 10, 2009 allowing them the
opportunity to thoroughly review the submissions prior to the presentations.

B. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS

1. Pupil Accommodation Review Highlights and Recommendation

John Crocco, Director of Education, presented the Pupil Accommodation Review highlights and
recommendations currently being proposed as a result of the Accommodation Review Committee
recommendations and the subsequent Senior Staff review.

Director Crocco reviewed the process followed along with the approved schedule of events, and
stated that all presentations and correspondence are posted on the Board’s Website under the Pupil
Accommodations Review Tab.
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C. DELEGATIONS

PUPIL ACCOMMODATION REVIEW (PAR) PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS
NIAGARA FALLS ELEMENTARY                                                   

1. St. Thomas More Catholic Elementary School

Anna Racine, Co-Chair of the St. Thomas More Catholic School Council, made a presentation on
behalf of St. Thomas More Catholic Elementary School regarding the Pupil Accommodation Review.

The presentation is hereby attached and forms part of the minutes.

2. Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Elementary School 

Anna Racine, Community Representative, made a presentation on behalf of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Catholic Elementary School regarding the Pupil Accommodation Review.

The presentation is hereby attached and forms part of the minutes.

3. St. Mary Catholic Elementary School, Niagara Falls 

Melissa Hesse, Community Representative, made a presentation on behalf of St. Mary Catholic
Elementary School regarding the Pupil Accommodation Review.

The presentation is hereby attached and forms part of the minutes.

Chairperson Burtnik asked Director Crocco to clarify the following issues and questions raised
within Ms. Hesse’s presentation which resulted in the following responses:

Warren Woods is still on the table for the new subdivision.  Has property been purchased by the
School Board or serviced by a developer?
S The School Board has not purchased property in the Warren Woods Subdivision, and it

currently is being serviced by a developer.

St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School in Niagara Falls received money in the form of grants from
the Ontario Government.  What happens to that money if St. Joseph closes?
S The approximately $250,000 in Ministry of Education grants received by St. Joseph Catholic

Elementary School in Niagara Falls purchased resources for students, books, professional
development for staff etc.  If St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School closes the resources would
be shared amongst other schools.

When does the Niagara Falls Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review meet?  The whole city should have
been included.  Has there not been a city wide review before?
S The Niagara Falls Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee held it’s last major review in the

2003-2004 school year and reviewed boundaries for 11 elementary schools.  An Ad Hoc
Attendance Area Review Committee could be formed as a result of the Pupil Accommodation
Review recommendations to begin in September 2009.

Part of St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School’s recommend boundary is now within the Saint Paul
Catholic Secondary School boundary.  For children living in Coronation Park Area, will they be
forced to leave Saint Michael Catholic High School?
S The potential change in boundaries may result in a shift within population of the schools and

a decision will be made based on complete information at the time.
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The City of Niagara Falls has requested that Region expand the urban boundary for the north west
area, making St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Elementary School within that boundary of an already
crowded school.  Is the trend toward Big Box Schools?  We live in an area where this isn’t
necessary, due to population numbers.
S We have been informed that the Region denied the City’s request.  The Niagara Catholic

District School Board has most recently approved two new smaller elementary schools in
Grimsby.  St. Joseph and Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Elementary Schools of approximately 230
and 350 students rather than one school of 500 plus students. 

4. Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary School 

Shawn Gratton, Chair of the Father Hennepin Catholic School Council, made a presentation on
behalf of Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary School regarding the Pupil Accommodation Review.

The presentation is hereby attached and forms part of the minutes.

D. TRUSTEE ITEMS& OTHER BUSINESS

1. Correspondence

1.1 St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School, Niagara Falls

Director Crocco presented a request to appear as a delegation to the Special Board Meeting
of Tuesday, January 17, 2009, by Beverley Riemersma and Wendy Moulton of St. Joseph
Catholic Elementary School in Niagara Falls.  He explained that the request was not
submitted within the timeline stated in the Delegation Application Process, but that the
correspondence is provided for all Trustees and will be considered in the Senior Staff
Follow-Up report.

E. FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS

1. Special Board Meeting - Wednesday, February 18, 2009 - 7:00 p.m.
Denis Morris Catholic High School

2. Special Board Meeting - Monday, February 23, 2009 - 7:00 p.m.
Denis Morris Catholic High School

F. MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION FOR LIFE

G. ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Trustee Dekker
Seconded by Trustee Scalzi

THAT the February 17, 2009 Special Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board be
adjourned.

CARRIED

This meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.
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Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board held on February 17, 2009.

Approved on the 24th day of February 2009.

_________________________________ _________________________________
Kathy Burtnik John Crocco
Chairperson of the Board Director of Education/Secretary -Treasurer
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